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A REVIEW OF THE YEAR 



Nothing spectacular has marked the 
year in A. L. A. circles, but it has been 
one of steady growth along all lines. The 
Conference in the Catskills was the sec- 
ond largest in point of numbers of any 
in the history of the Association, being 
exceeded only by Magnolia, 1902, where 
the hotel attendance was greatly aug- 
mented by day visitors from nearby towns. 
The 1913 conference was the largest the 
Association has held in steady "over- 
night" attendance. Notwithstanding the 
crudities and inconveniences of the hotel 
it was furthermore one of the best con- 
ferences ever held. The program had, 
as one visitor expressed it, "a plethora 
of good things," and was an eye-opener 
to the new activities that have been in- 
itiated or developed by libraries in the 
past decade; the work with foreigners, in 
penal and philanthropic institutions, in 
the rural communities, in the shops and 
business offices, the legislative and munic- 
ipal reference bureaus, the greatly devel- 
oped work with young people. 

An arrangement by which the various 



state library associations may affiliate 
with the national association was com- 
pleted by the final adoption of an amend- 
ment to the constitution and a by-law, in 
which provision is made that those asso- 
ciations which comply with certain speci- 
fied conditions may be considered officially 
affiliated and entitled to representation on 
the A. L. A. Council. As elsewhere an- 
nounced in this number seven states have 
already availed themselves of this oppor- 
tunity. 

Plans are under way and in the hands 
of a capable special A. L. A. committee 
for an exhibit at the Leipzig Exposition 
of the Book and Graphic Artsin 1914 of 
what libraries in America are doing, and 
it is hoped that many libraries will co- 
operate to make this display a credit to 
American librarianship. 

Many other standing and special com- 
mittees have been engaged in specific 
work during the year, and have made 
formal or informal reports which have 
been duly printed in the pages of the 
Bulletin. 
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